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Jessica Rivera

Soprano

At a Glance

2011-12 Season Highlights:  
· Sep 8-10:
Houston Symphony; Hans Graf

Beethoven: Symphony No. 9
· Nov 4-30:
Finnish National Opera; Helsinki



Adams: Doctor Atomic (Kitty Oppenheimer)
· Jan 10-15:
Cartagena Festival; Colombia
Golijov: La Pasión según San Marcos
· Feb 3-5:

Kansas City Symphony/Michael Stern

Mahler: Symphony No. 2 
· Feb 28:

Chamber Orchestra of Europe/Bernard Haitink; Amsterdam
Concertgebouw; Beethoven: Symphony No. 9
· Mar 5:


Chamber Orchestra of Europe/Bernard Haitink; Paris
Salle Pleyel; Beethoven: Symphony No. 9
· Mar 25:

Boston Symphony Chamber Players
Gubaidulina: 'Hommage a T.S. Eliot'; Stravinaky: 'Pastorale'
· Apr 26:


Berkeley Symphony/Joana Carneiro 

Gabriela Lena Frank: World Premiere 
· Apr 29:


San Francisco Performances; CA   

Recital

· May 3-5:

Boston Symphony [debut]/ Bernard Haitink    

Beethoven: Symphony No. 9  

· June 1 & 3:

New American Symphony Orchestra; Eric Knapp
New Jersey Choral Society & Connecticut Choral Society 



Vaughan Williams: Sea Symphony 
· June 4-9: 

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra/Robert Spano  

Adams: A Flowering Tree (Kumudha)

· June 17- July 28:
Teatro Real; Madrid, Spain
Golijov: Ainadamar (Margarita Xirgu)
Career Highlights:
· Artistic collaborations with many of today’s most celebrated composers, including John Adams, Osvaldo Golijov, and Nico Muhly, and conductors, including Bernard Haitink, Sir Simon Rattle, Esa-Pekka Salonen, Robert Spano, and Michael Tilson Thomas

· Leading role (Kumudha) in world premiere John Adams’s opera A Flowering Tree: New Crowned Hope Festival in Vienna; Berlin Philharmonic debut with Sir Simon Rattle; performances under the composer’s baton with Cincinnati Opera, San Francisco Symphony, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Orchestra of St. Luke’s at Lincoln Center, London Symphony at the Barbican Centre (Nonesuch CD); Cité de la Musique in Paris

· European operatic debut as Kitty Oppenheimer in Peter Sellars’s production of John Adams’s Doctor Atomic with Netherlands Opera (BBC/Opus Arte DVD); debut role with Lyric Opera of Chicago and Metropolitan Opera (cover)

· Nuria in world premiere of Golijov’s Ainadamar (Santa Fe Opera debut); Grammy Award-winning Deutsche Grammophon recording with Robert Spano & Atlanta Symphony; Peter Sellars staging at Lincoln Center, Opera Boston; performances at UK’s Barbican Centre, Cincinnati Opera, Ojai and Ravinia Festivals. Role of Margarita Xirgu at Adelaide Festival of Arts and with Orquestra Sinfonia Brasileira in Rio de Janeiro  

Highlights of Recent Seasons: 
· Gorecki: “Symphony of Sorrowful Songs” with Gustavo Dudamel & Los Angeles Philharmonic
· Cleveland Orchestra debut with Franz Welser-Möst in Mahler’s Fourth Symphony

· Zankel Hall & Cal Performances recitals: premiere of Mark Grey’s Atash Sorushan (Fire Angels); Carnegie Hall co-commission
· Stravinsky’s Le Rossignol with Robert Spano & Atlanta Symphony at Carnegie Hall
· Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony with Roger Norrington & Orchestra of St. Luke’s at Carnegie Hall, and with Michael Tilson Thomas & Los Angeles Philharmonic
· Golijov’s Le Pasión según San Marcos with Maria Guinand & Los Angeles Philharmonic
· Poulenc’s Gloria with Grant Gershon & Los Angeles Philharmonic at Hollywood Bowl, and with Bernard Haitink & Chicago Symphony
· Adams’s El Niño with John Adams & San Francisco Symphony, David Robertson & Saint Louis Symphony, and James Conlin & BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra at the Edinburgh Festival

· Adams’s Nixon Tapes with John Adams & Pittsburgh Symphony

· Carmen, as Micaëla, with Bramwell Tovey & Los Angeles Philharmonic

· Ravel’s Shéhérazade with Michael Tilson Thomas & San Francisco Symphony

What the Critics Are Saying: 

· “Vocally luminous” 

— The New York Times

· “Hers was a voice of ravishing fullness”

— Cleveland Plain Dealer, March 2011 [Zachary Lewis]
· Her soprano soared … A young singer who has worked closely with Upshaw, she now owns Górecki’s Third."
— Los Angeles Times, May 2011 [Mark Swed]


· Match a voluptuous instrument that meets all technical challenges at both ends of the scale with a formidable musical intelligence and a capacity for projecting a text that can seem both intimate and operatic and you have an artist for whom great scores may yet be composed." 

— The Financial Times, April 2011 [Allan Ulrich]
· "The hugely gifted soprano Jessica Rivera ... The first half of Rivera's recital, presented by Cal Performances, was devoted to eloquent and often brilliant accounts of songs by Schumann and Debussy ... Rivera's great asset is her combination of a plush, throaty timbre and the sort of laser-like technical precision that usually only comes with a thinner and more silvery sound ... Rivera's singing was crystalline and rounded throughout."
—San Francisco Chronicle, April 2011 [Joshua Kosman]

· "Rivera gave a deeply moving performance as Kumudha, both vulnerable as the young bride and tragic in the darker moments. She fully inhabited her role, and sang radiantly.”
— Cincinnati Enquirer, July 2011 [Janelle Gelfand]


· “In a string of brilliant performances with the San Francisco and, most recently, Berkeley Symphony orchestras, soprano Jessica Rivera has established herself as a singer of uncommon vocal luster and musical intelligence."
— San Francisco Classical Voice, December 2010 [Georgia Rowe]
Discography: 
· Adams: A Flowering Tree with London Symphony/John Adams (Nonesuch)
· Golijov: Ainadamar with Atlanta Symphony/Robert Spano (Deutsche Grammophon) – 2007 Grammy Award winner
· Golijov: Le Pasión según San Marcos with Simon Bolivar Youth Orchestra/Maria Guinand (Deutsche Grammophon)
· Jessica Rivera Sings Romantic Music for Soprano, Clarinet and Piano (Urtext)
· Poulenc: Gloria with Chicago Symphony/Bernard Haitink (CSO Resound)
· Vaughan Williams: Serenade to Music with Atlanta Symphony/Robert Spano (Telarc)
DVD:  Adams: Doctor Atomic with Netherlands Opera (BBC/Opus Arte)
Interesting facts: 
· Member of the San Francisco Performances Artist Residency Program (performing educational outreach activities in the Bay Area)
· Los Angeles Opera’s Resident Artist Program for three seasons where she sang Susanna in Le nozze di Figaro and Musetta in La bohéme
· Adams rewrote the role of Kitty Oppenheimer in Doctor Atomic for soprano, and Rivera’s performance in the Amsterdam production is available on DVD (BBC/Opus Arte label)
· Hobbies: skiing, reading, traveling, shopping, cooking and baking
· Rivera is a “Gleek” (she loves the TV show Glee)

Biographical Information:


Born: 
September 3rd; Panorama City, California


Studied at: 
BA: Pepperdine University, 1996; 
MM: University of Southern California Flora L. Thornton School of Music, 1998

Current Residence: 
Los Angeles, CA

For press materials, multimedia links, and high-resolution photos, visit 
www.jessicarivera.com or IMG Artists
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