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INON BARNATAN
Pianist
Critical Acclaim
“Barnatan was naturally poetic; he has an instinctive understanding of Schubert’s fragile, deep world… he obtained a hypnotic tone from the piano… [and] made sounds that might have won the approval of Schnabel himself.”
The New Yorker
“Barnatan obviously possesses tons of technique…His sensitive phrasing of the lyrical passages was always expressive... The audience cheered the performance to the rafters, complete with standing ovation.” 
San Francisco Chronicle
“The evening’s undisputed star was Barnatan… He displayed the widest variety of touch and dynamics that I’ve ever heard from the library’s aging, balky Steinway.  From barely audible, feathery trills to heaven-storming thunderbolts, Barnatan orchestrated every phrase with sovereign mastery… [This was] fine music-making wedded to astounding technique.” 

The Washington Post

"Mr. Barnatan’s feel for Schubert was immediately evident in the stormy ascent and gentle cascading fall of the sonata’s opening bars. Schubert’s writing struck a balance between Mozart’s amiability and Beethoven’s heaven-storming quest for transcendence. Mr. Barnatan gave full measure to both impulses, contrasting a firm hand in turbulent flights with a tender touch and ruminative flexibility in more wistful passages."
The New York Times

“Full of character and individuality, Inon’s performance was magical…”    
The Independent

“Barnatan elevated all three movements [of Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 22] with his impeccable technique, inspired phrasing and gossamer touch, though his peak arguably came with the delicate Andante.  He manifested a brightness of spirit, an alacrity perfectly in tune with the Mozart’s quicksilver genius.”
Houston Chronicle
“This young Israeli, only 27, has had some great teachers and won some important prizes — who hasn't these days? But he really might be on the level of an Artur Schnabel or Leon Fleisher.”  
Dallas Morning News

“A pianist of uncommon depth and maturity”

San Francisco Classical Voice 

 “The real revelation of this concert was young Israeli pianist Inon Barnatan… a talent we should follow closely. … He emerged as a real master of the keyboard.” 

Jerusalem Post
"Inon Barnatan, who received a prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant in 2009, is a significant emerging artist in his own right, displaying seemingly limitless facility, infectious gusto and no shortage of interpretative maturity." 
Denver Post
"Barnatan, a 2009 Avery Fisher Career Grant winner, delivered the goods in one of the most exciting debut recitals Santa Fe has heard in a long while." 
Santa Fe Reporter
“Poetic and passionate music making, communicative performances and engaging programming”

San Francisco Sentinel
“[An] insightful artist who beautifully mixes imagination and technique”

Santa Fe New Mexican
“A charismatic artist, Barnatan has in his possession a force of character and originality which are the mark of a unique and true musician.”    
Classica Magazine

“Barnatan delivered a beautifully presented and elegantly poised recital. He chose works appropriate to his own youth, but displayed maturity and intelligence in the way in which he played them. He's most certainly one to watch out for.”

MusicOMH

Schubert CD 

“Inon Barnatan is a true poet of the keyboard: refined, searching, unfailingly communicative. His choice of Schubert's great B-flat Sonata for his first recording is not an act of hubris, as the liner notes make clear.  Rather, these are pieces he has pondered deeply over recent years; the results are impressive indeed… His handling of the Impromptus is second to none: this is musicianship of the highest calibre.”

 Evening Standard
“Sensitivity, poise and focus; Barnatan is a born Schubertian.” 

Gramophone
 “It is the rare artist that can take away one’s breath by conjuring the composer’s spirit and sound world through sheer visceral involvement with the music. Such is the case with Inon Barnatan’s heartbreaking and poetic rendering of Schubert’s second set of Impromptus, D. 935, the masterpiece that opens the 27-year old Israeli pianist’s debut CD recording.”

ArkivMusic.com

“The 27-year-old Israeli pianist possesses an innate ability to navigate Schubert's sometimes-discursive paragraphs and also knows how to acknowledge the composer's harmonic tangents and obsessive rhythmic gestures without a trace of mannerism or self-consciousness... Barnatan's Schubert B-flat more than holds its own in a catalog overstocked with first-rate versions.” 
Classics Today
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