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Adelphi Chamber Ensemble 
Festival of Chamber Classics 

March 30, 2014 
  

Program 
Richard Owen Conductor/Harpsichord 
Jina Choi  Violin Soloist 
  
Vivaldi: Concertos (4) for Violin, Op. 8 no 1-4 "Le quattro stagioni"  
(The Four Seasons) 
Concerto no 1 "La primavera" 

Concerto no 2 "L'estate" 

Concerto no 3 "L'autunno" 

Concerto no 4 "L'inverno" 

Grieg: From Holberg's Time, Op. 40 (Holberg Suite)  

Praeludium 

Sarabande 

Gavotte 

Air 

Musicians: 

Violin: Jina Choi, Sylvia Rubin, Claire Kapilow, Michael Peng,  
       Rachel Matthews  

Viola: Genevieve Sallemi, Roland Hutchinson 

Cello: Peter Lewy, Anne Taylor 

Bass: Jay Vande Kopple 
  
  
 
 



Artistic Director – Richard Owen Jr. 
Richard Owen has a busy career as a pianist, organist and conductor. His 
conducting debut was in Austria. Following this, Kurt Masur invited Owen 
to guest conduct a reading with the New York Philharmonic and he soon 
became a cover conductor there. Mr. Owen is currently Music Director 
and conductor of Camerata New York Orchestra and over the past decade 
has collaborated with artists such as Alec Baldwin, Alvin Ailey and Aprile 
Millo in concerts in Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center and in Europe. In 2013-
14, Maestro Owen is making several conducting debuts, including with the 
Little Opera Theater of New York (Gluck’s The Reformed Drunkard), 
with the Adelphi Chamber Orchestra, with Rioult Dance (M. Torke’s 
Iphigenia – World Premiere) and the Center for Contemporary Opera 
(Night of the Living Dead).   

Mr. Owen has conducted in Germany, Italy, Mexico, and Poland. In the 
United States, he has conducted, among others, the New York 
Philharmonic, the Pacific Symphony, the Jacksonville Symphony, the San 
Francisco Symphony Youth Orchestra, the Bleecker Street Opera (artistic 
director), Delaware Valley Opera and was a conducting associate at the 
Atlantic Center for the Arts. Recent guest-conducting engagements 
include the Belgrade National Philharmonic, the Hamptons Music Festival 
and the Altoona Symphony where Mr. Owen was a candidate for music 
director.  

Mr. Owen has been featured in the New York Times, Forbes, Opera News, 
Newsday, and on New York classical radio stations WQXR and WMNR as 
well as on Polish, Serbian and Mexican Radio and Television. Mr. Owen 
was a semifinalist in the 7th Fitelberg International Competition for Young 
Conductors. He also recently completed a recording for Albany Records of 
the opera “Rain” by R. Owen Sr., which had its fully staged world 
premiere in Lincoln Center under his direction.  

Owen was born in New York City into a musical family. He began 
studying piano and voice at age five and sang as a boy soloist at the 
Metropolitan Opera. Mr. Owen graduated from Dartmouth College, where 
he was a recipient of a piano scholarship. He studied piano, accompanying 



and conducting at the Manhattan School of Music and at the University for 
Music and the Performing Arts in Vienna, Austria. Mr. Owen speaks 
Italian, Polish, German and French. Mr. Owen regularly gives duet recitals 
with his wife, a professional cellist. Mr. Owen resides with his wife and 
three sons in Brewster, New York. 

 
Violin Soloist 

Jina Choi serves as Director of Strings at Ridgewood Symphony 
Orchestra. Ms. Choi is an active chamber musician, concert soloist and 
orchestra player in the metropolitan area since she came to the United 
States in 1996. She performs regularly as a soloist at Merkin Concert Hall, 
and as a soloist of the chamber ensemble Sonata da Chiesa. 
In November 2009 she successfully performed Bruch violin concerto with 
Korean American Symphony Orchestra at the 
Bergen Performing Art Center in New Jersey. 

Jina Choi has a passion especially for the orchestra. She has led many 
orchestras like Bucheon Philharmonic Orchestra, PMF Orchestra, Mannes 
Orchestra, Rutgers Symphony Orchestra, Ridgewood Symphony 
Orchestra as well as Greater Newburgh Symphony Orchestra as a 
concertmistress and principal. 

She received numerous awards and prizes at the Ehwa- Kyunghyang 
Competition, Korea Music Festival Youth Competition, Yeum Chamber 
Music Competition and Mannes Chamber Music Festival Competition and 
also performed with Bucheon Philharmonic Orchestra, Budapest Chamber 
Orchestra and Hwa-Eum Chamber Orchestra in Korea. She participated in 
Young Virtuosos’ Artist Concert at Alice Tully Hall, Lincoln Center, 
Kumho Music Festival in Finland and the Pacific Music Festival in Japan. 

Ms. Choi received her Professional Study Diploma at Mannes College of 
Music and Bachelor and Master Degrees from Seoul National University.   
In the year of 2006 she was invited to Honolulu Symphony Orchestra as a 
winner of the audition for season 2006-2007. Currently, she is acquiring 



Doctor of Musical Arts Degree at Rutgers University under Mr. Arnold 
Steinhardt as a full scholarship student. 

She studied with Jong-Sook Lee, Ik-Hwan Bae, currently with Michelle 
Kim and Arnold Steinhardt at Rutgers University. 

 
 
 
 

About the Adelphi Orchestra 
The award-winning Adelphi Orchestra is a professional, non-profit 
orchestra offering symphony, chamber and educational concert programs 
in Northern NJ and the New York metropolitan area. Formerly called the 
Adelphi Chamber Orchestra, the AO is currently celebrating its 60th 
season of presenting concerts with accomplished national and international 
guest soloists. The orchestra holds an annual young artists’ competition 
that enables contestants to perform in a prestigious New York City venue 
and provides the winner with an opportunity to appear as a solo artist with 
the AO. Over the years, the orchestra has also collaborated with choirs and 
other area arts organizations in venues that include public schools and 
libraries, senior centers, and performing institutions. Contributing to the 
success of the AO’s history is the leadership of a number of distinguished 
conductors. Currently the orchestra is under the direction of artistic 
director Richard Owen and Grammy award winning principal conductor 
Eric Dudley. Through its high level of artistic excellence, the AO attracts 
and retains the region’s best freelance musicians. The AO is a member of 
the League of American Orchestras and Chamber Music America. 

Visit us at Adelphichamber.org   

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Community of St. John Baptist was founded in Clewer, 
England in 1852 by Canon Thomas Thelluson Carter and Harriet 
O’Brien Monsell, a clergy widow.  The Sisters’ original work, the 
Clewer House of Mercy, took in “fallen women” - prostitutes and 
other women from the streets - and taught them skills to earn a 
living.   

An American heiress named Helen Folsom joined CSJB as Sister 
Helen Margaret in 1871 and formed the American branch in New 
York City in 1874.  The American Sisters worked with poor 
German immigrants on the lower east side and founded schools, 
orphanages, convalescent homes and “fresh air” homes for 
children.  The Community moved to Mendham in the early 1900s 
and built St. Marguerite’s Orphanage in 1908 and the Mendham 
Convent in 1913. 

By the 1940s, when the government began to create social 
programs for the underprivileged, the Sisters shifted their focus 
from running large institutional works to a wider and more 
flexible variety of ministries. 

The CSJB Sisters today are committed to a life that is both 
contemplative and active.  They pray the Divine Office five times 
a day and attend daily Mass, and their many works spring forth 
from this life of prayer. St. Marguerite’s Orphanage became St.  
Marguerite’s Retreat House in 1960 and it continues to provide a 
place of renewal and fellowship for groups and individuals.  St. 
John Baptist School now houses Daytop, a teenage drug and 
alcohol treatment center.  Sister Margo leads groups twice a year 
to spiritual “thin places” throughout England, Wales, Scotland 
and Ireland. The Sisters of CJSB also helped to found an order of 
Benedictine nuns in Cameroon, and Sister Mary Lynne visits 
them every year to help manage and expand their orphanage, 
which is now home to over 150 children.  Many of the Sisters also 



provide spiritual direction to individuals, and the Convent is 
always open to all who are seeking a retreat or a safe haven.   

Thousands of visitors come to the Community of St. John Baptist 
convent each year to seek God and to rest in the peace and silence.  
Since the Community is supported solely by donations, the Sisters 
faced a choice several years ago to either maintain their century-
old buildings here in Mendham or to sell the property and move 
to a location that is less costly to maintain.  The Sisters chose to 
remain here, and they asked God to help them raise donations for 
needed restoration and repairs so that they can continue to 
welcome all to this beautiful place of prayer. 

 
 
For more information on CSJB, please visit www.csjb.org.  
 
 

   
 
 
 

The Community wishes to thank those who have generously sponsored 
this concert, and those who have provided food for the reception after this 
event. 

All proceeds from this concert will go toward the restoration of the 
Convent roof. 
 
 
 
Our next concert will be in the Fall, 2014. We look forward to you joining 
us again then. 


