
U P C O M I N G  A U D I T I O N S

Thursday, November 20 from 6:30pm – 9:00pm 
Saturday, November 22 from 11:00am – 2:00pm

The production will take place in March 2015 on the 
mainstage at The Music Center at Strathmore with the 90+ 
piece Maryland Classic Youth Orchestras Philharmonic and 
will be directed by Hylton Performing Arts Center Executive 
Director, Rick Davis.

For more information and to register for an audition, please 
visit our website: youngartistsamerica.org

Announcing AUDITIONS for singers for our 
upcoming production of

10701 Rockville Pike, North Bethesda, MD 20852 
youngartistsamerica.org / (301) 272-8604

Featuring the 
Young Artists 
of America  
Youth Orchestra & 
Vocal Ensemble

Sunday, 
November 16, 2014 
4:00pm
Cultural Arts Center at Silver Spring 
7995 Georgia Avenue  
Silver Spring, MD 20910



It is our pleasure to welcome you to the first production of our 2014-2015 
season! This season is titled British Invasion as the source material for both of 
our mainstage shows comes from English playwrights, namely Frances Hodgson 
Burnett’s The Secret Garden and William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.

The Secret Garden is a musical based on the beloved 1911 novel of the same name 
by Frances Hodgson Burnett. The show premiered on Broadway in 1991 and ran 
for 709 performances. The musical’s score is by Lucy Simon (older sister of rock 
musician Carly Simon) who made her Broadway debut with The Secret Garden. The 
book and lyrics are by Marsha Norman (The Color Purple, The Bridges of Madison 
County, ‘night, Mother), who is currently the co-chair of the playwriting department 
at The Juilliard School and Vice-President of the Dramatists Guild of America. The 
Secret Garden won three Tony awards and two Drama Desk Awards in 1991.

Our YAA students were very fortunate to work with Broadway composer, Jeanine 
Tesori, on some of the music from The Secret Garden in a masterclass a few 
weeks ago. While Jeanine is a commanding voice on Broadway in her own right 
as composer of such noted shows as Thoroughly Modern Millie, Shrek the Musical, 
and Caroline, or Change, one of her earliest jobs on Broadway was as Associate 
Conductor for the original Broadway production of The Secret Garden. Needless 
to say, she brought wonderful insights and stories to our students about the show 
from creation to opening.

One of the cornerstones of Young Artists of America that we are most proud of is 
to be able to bring in professional musicians like Jeanine Tesori, and most recently 
New York Philharmonic Principal Clarinetist, Anthony McGill, to work with our 
students. We feel that the chance to work with or play alongside a professional 
musician is a very special and educational experience for a student. And we are 
pleased to be able to offer this unique opportunity at Young Artists of America as 
we continue to expand our Education Series to bring top-notch musicians to DC to 
work with our students.

As many of you know, Young Artists of America keeps our tuition costs as low as 
possible to allow all students, regardless of their financial situation, to be able to 
participate in our programming. We hope that you will consider a tax-deductible 
donation to YAA to assist us in our efforts to bring the highest quality musical 
education to our students.

We hope that you will join us for our return to The Music Center at Strathmore 
on Sunday, March 8, 2015 at 4:00pm for West Side Story + Roméo et Juliette, 
featuring over 150 students from all over the Metro DC area. 

Thanks again for joining us for The Secret Garden in Concert, and we hope that  
you enjoy today’s performance!

Rolando Sanz, Artistic Director
Kristofer Sanz, Music Director
Jennifer Boudrye, Executive Director

WelcomeMISSION
Young Artists of America, Inc. was founded to provide talented young 
instrumentalists and vocalists with exceptional opportunities to perform, 
train with, and be mentored by professional artists and educators in fully 
orchestrated performances, including large scale works of opera, musical 
theatre, oratorio and dance.

Young Artists of America is the first known program of its kind in the nation to 
bring together high school aged instrumentalists and vocalists to specialize 
in, study and perform large scale vocal works, and specifically opera. The 
cornerstone of our organization is our Mentoring Program, in which students 
are not only coached by professional instrumentalists and singers, but also 
perform alongside them, as in our performance today.

OUR THANKS
Young Artists of America would like to give special thanks to: Jeanine Tesori 
and Anthony McGill for sharing her time with our students at their respective 
masterclasses. Our thanks also to those who have supported YAA financially 
and artistically in order to bring excellent music education programming to 
our students, including: Arts & Humanities Council of Montgomery County, 
MD, The Trawick Foundation, The Helena Foundation & The Music Center at 
Strathmore. Last, but not least, eternal thanks to our tireless YAA staff for 
their countless hours in rehearsal and working behind the scenes so that our 
students can shine, including: Maureen Codelka, Paco Cosio-Marron, Lisa 
Larragoite, Beth Sanz, Miriam Teitel, Eliot Pfanstiehl, Monica Jeffries, David 
Phillips, Donna Ely, Jeongseon Choi, as well as all of our parent volunteers for 
making this performance possible.

THE SECRET GARDEN 

Book and Lyrics by Marsha Norman  / Music by Lucy Simon

Based on the novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

Original Broadway Production produced by Heidi Landesman 

Rick Steiner, Frederic H. Mayerson, Elizabeth Williams 

Jujamcyn Theatres/TV ASAHI and Dodger Productions.

Originally produced by the Virginia Stage Company, Charles Towers, 

Artistic Director

THE SECRET GARDEN is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC. 

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this 

production is strictly prohibited.



Book & Lyrics by Marsha Norman 
Music by Lucy Simon 
Based on the novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett

Opening 
LILY................... Marissa Diehl
Understudies: Madison Middleton, 
Anelia Slavoff

SPIRITS OF INDIA: 
Maya Eaglin, Jennie Han, Rachel 
Heney, Elise Lovett, Jenna Prosen, 
Sabrina Sadeghian
Understudies: Cassie Mandalou, Jordana 
Meyer, Samantha Myers, Hayley Segall, 
Saira Umar, Claire Wilson

There’s a girl
ENSEMBLE

Dialogue 
NEVILLE........ Nikolas Krieger
Understudy: Greg Kenney

ARCHIE.......... Ari Goldbloom-Helzner
Understudy: George Perry*

MARY............. Amanda Primosch
Understudies: Rachel Heney, Jenna 
Prosen, Josie Weinberg

The house upon the hill
ENSEMBLE

I heard someone crying 
LILY................. Emma Rothfield
Understudy: Marissa Diehl

MARY............ Amanda Primosch
Understudies: Rachel Heney, Jenna 
Prosen, Josie Weinberg

ENSEMBLE

Girl in the valley
LILY................... Sophia Anastasi
Understudies: Ashley Behnke, Maya Eaglin

ARCHIE........... Ari Goldbloom-Helzner
Understudies: Sebastian Amoruso, George 
Perry*

Dialogue 
ARCHIE........... Ari Goldbloom-Helzner
Understudies: Sebastian Amoruso, George 
Perry*

MARY.............. Elizabeth Doerrman
Understudies: Sara Franklin-Gillette, 
Jennie Han

The girl I mean to be 
MARY.............. Elizabeth Doerrman
Understudies: Sara Franklin-Gillette, 
Jennie Han

Dialogue 
MARY.............. Elizabeth Doerrman
Understudies: Sara Franklin-Gillette, 
Jennie Han

NEVILLE......... Nikolas Krieger
Understudy: Greg Kenney

ARCHIE........... Ari Goldbloom-Helzner
Understudies: Sebastian Amoruso, George 
Perry*

A bit of earth
ARCHIE........... Ari Goldbloom-Helzner
Understudies: Nikolas Krieger, George 
Perry*

Dialogue & Lily’s Eyes
NEVILLE......... Nikolas Krieger
Understudy: Greg Kenney

ARCHIE........... Adam Goldstein
Understudies: Sebastian Amoruso, 
George Perry*

Come to my garden
LILY................... Isabel Udell
Understudies: Ashley Behnke, Gillian Han

COLIN.............. Sara Franklin-Gillette
Understudy: Samantha Myers

Come spirit, come charm
MARY.............. Sabrina Sadeghian
Understudy: Saira Umar

2 FRIENDS: 
Sebastian Amoruso, Jordana Meyer
Understudies: Benjamin Lin, McKenzie 
McMahon

ENSEMBLE

Where in the world
ARCHIE........... Adam Goldstein
Understudies: Ari Goldbloom-Helzner, 
George Perry*

How could I ever know?
LILY................... Brenna McFarland
Understudy: Sophia Anastasi

ARCHIE........... Adam Goldstein
Understudies: Ari Goldbloom-Helzner, 
George Perry*

Dialogue 
COLIN.............. Sara Franklin-Gillette
Understudy: Samantha Myers

ARCHIE........... Adam Goldstein
Understudies: Ari Goldbloom-Helzner, 
George Perry*

MARY.............. Elizabeth Doerrman
Understudy: Jennie Han

Finale
ENSEMBLE
LILY................... Chloe Malouf
Understudies: Ashley Behnke, Gillian Han

ARCHIE........... Adam Goldstein
Understudies: Ari Goldbloom-Helzner, 
George Perry*

PROGRAM SELECTIONSTHE SECRET GARDEN IN CONCERT



Praised by Opera News for his “warm, strong, highly 
promising tenor”, Artistic Director Rolando Sanz is thrilling 
audiences with his impeccable technique and musical depth, 
as well as his “[vocal] color and heartfelt interpretations” 
(Milwaukee Journal Sentinel). In the 2014-2015 season, 
he will return to Florentine Opera as Nemorino in L’elisir 
d’amore, join Baltimore Concert Opera for the U.S. premiere 
of Franco Faccio’s Amleto, and make his Virginia Opera 
debut as Alfredo in La traviata.

Recent and upcoming leading operatic appearances include Seattle Opera, 
Florentine Opera, Toledo Opera, Palm Beach Opera, Syracuse Opera, Virginia 
Opera, Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, Music Academy of the West, the Aspen Music 
Festival, as well as locally with the Lyric Opera of Baltimore and Annapolis Opera, 
where he recently performed the Duke in Rigoletto in March 2013. Mr. Sanz has 
also been a prizewinner in numerous international competitions including the 
Florida Grand Opera/YPO Competition, the Metropolitan Opera National Council 
Auditions, the Aspen Music Festival Vocal Concerto Competition, and the XIII 
International Voice Competition in Trujillo, Peru. Most recently, he was awarded 
First Place at the Florida Suncoast Opera Guild Competition, the Grand Prize as 
well as the Conductor Award and the Audience Choice Award at the Annapolis 
Opera Vocal Competition, and First Prize at the Marie E. Crump Vocal Competition. 
Rolando is a graduate of the Yale University School of Music 

Music Director Kristofer Sanz is currently the Music Director 
of Maryland Classic Youth Orchestras as well as Music 
Director/Conductor of Instrumental Music at Winston 
Churchill High School in Potomac. Kristofer’s energy and 
fervor for music have allowed him to achieve a “passionate, 
mature and musical sound,” with any ensemble he has 
conducted. Mr. Sanz has also acted as the Associate 
Conductor of the Montgomery Philharmonic. During his 
tenure as Chamber Music Conductor with MCYO, Mr. Sanz 

had the honor of conducting the world premiere of “Three Songs Without Words” 
with violinist/composer Daniel Bernard Roumain (DBR).

 Most recently, Kristofer was selected as one of the twelve conductors nationwide 
to participate in the Syracuse Opera Conducting Masterclasses where he worked 
closely with world-renowned conducting pedagogue Kenneth Kiesler. In 2010, 
Mr. Sanz was one of nine international conductors chosen to participate at the 
International Academy of Advanced Conducting After Ilia Musin where he worked 
closely with Leonid Korchmar, professor at the St. Petersburg Conservatory 
of Music and conductor at the Mariinsky Theatre and the St. Petersburg State 
Orchestra. 

Narrator William E. (Brit) Kirwan, chancellor of 
the University System of Maryland since August 
1, 2002, is a nationally recognized authority 
on critical issues shaping the higher education 
landscape. He served as president of Ohio 
State University for four years (1998-2002) and 
president of the University of Maryland, College 
Park for 10 years (1988-1998). Prior to his 
presidency, he was a member of the University 

of Maryland faculty for 24 years. A respected academic leader, Dr. 
Kirwan is a sought-after speaker on a wide range of topics, including 
diversity, access and affordability, cost containment, innovation, 
higher education’s economic impact, academic transformation, and 
financial aid.

ARTISTIC STAFF

Young Artists of America is partially funded by operating grants from: 

The Helena Foundation

SUPPORT



Maureen Codelka, Vocal Director
Rolando Sanz, Artistic Director

YAA VOCAL ENSEMBLE 

VIOLIN 1
Evelyn Song, CM
Shannon Lock, ACM
Claire Hebensen
Hannah Kim
Brenda Wu
Katherine Yau

VIOLIN 2
Gabrielle Stanback, CP
Maya Pasternak, CP
Matt Korty
Ethan Liu
Kathryn Roop
Jennifer Zhu
Yining (Iris) Zhu

VIOLA
Stephan Loh, CP
Yasuo Katagiri, CP
Michelle Chan
Lina Hong
Elizabeth Kim
Hannah Mei
Gloria Oh
Carolyn Youstra

CELLO
Eugene Shim, CP
Alan Li, CP
Grace Oh
Jack Zhao

BASS
Noah Bach
Nathan Berg
Antonia DeCandia

FLUTE
Daisy Xu, P
Annie Fang
Isabelle Fang

CLARINET
Neil Luo, P
Katie Fairhurst
Samantha Locraft

FRENCH HORN
Michael Chen, CP
Maryann Le, CP
Renee Wolf

TRUMPET
Anand Upender, P
Leonard Liu
Daniel Miyares

TROMBONE
Jimin Kwon
Will Lusk

PERCUSSION
Leo Simon, P
Joelle Walker
Jack Kerness

PIANO
Billie Sun

REHEARSAL PIANISTS
Maureen Codelka †
Donna Ely †

SOPRANO:
Sophia Anastasi
Marissa Diehl
Gillian Han
Rachel Heney
Elise Lovett
Chloe Malouf
Brenna McFarland
Madison Middleton
Emma Rothfield
Anelia Slavoff
Isabel Udell
Saira Umar

ALTO:
Ashley Behnke
Elizabeth Doerrman
Maya Eaglin
Sara Franklin-Gillette
Jennie Han
Cassie Mandalou
McKenzie McMahon
Jordana Meyer
Samantha Myers
Amanda Primosch
Jenna Prosen
Sabrina Sadeghian
Hayley Segall
Josie Weinberg
Claire Wilson

TENOR/BASS:
Sebastian Amoruso
Ari Goldbloom-Helzner
Adam Goldstein
Greg Kenney
Nikolas Krieger
Benjamin Lin
George Perry 
(Alumni Mentor)

Kristofer Sanz, Conductor
Francisco Cosio-Marron, Orchestra Manager

YAA YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

CM = concertmaster
ACM = assistant concertmaster
P = principal
CP = co-principal
† = guest mentor



YOUNG ARTISTS OF AMERICA 
2013-2014 SUPPORTING MEMBERS

Young Artists of America presents 
its NEW 2015 Musical Theatre 
Intensive Summer Camp. This promises 
to be a fun and intensive summer where 
students can explore their passion for the 
performing arts by following a two-week 
discipline in either Voice, Acting or Dance. 

Two brand NEW 
programs to choose 
from in 2015:

Daytime Camp 
which will culminate in a 
Final Showcase

Overnight Intensive 
Camp which will culminate 
in a fully mounted 
production of the musical 
Once on this Island

MUSICAL THEATRE
INTENSIVE
S U M M E R  C A M P

JULY 12-25, 2015 www.youngartistsamerica.org 

BENEFACTORS 
($10,000+)
Arts and Humanities 
Council of Montgomery 
County, MD

FOUNDING MEMBERS 
($5,000-$9,999)
Anonymous (2)
Liliane and Bernard 
Eckstein
The Helena Foundation
The Jim and Carol Trawick 
Foundation

PLATINUM MEMBERS 
($2,500-$4,999)
Betty and Roberto Horwitz
G. Hunt Mitchell
Katy & Steven Sadeghian

GOLD MEMBERS 
($1,000-$2,499)
Chevy Chase Acura
The Philippe and 
Deborah Dauman Family 
Foundation in memory of 
Sue Herzog
Sarah Jackson-Han and 
Edward Han
Paul M. Marua Farrell 
Robinson in memory of 
Sue Herzog
Susan & David McMunn 
Family Foundation
Lori Laitman & Bruce 
Rosenblum
Lionsgate Entertainment 
in memory of Sue Herzog
Judy McGrath in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Miles & Stockbridge 
Foundation, Inc.
Maggie and Guillermo 
Retchkiman
Reginald Van Lee
Wilmot/Sanz, Incorporated 
in memory of  
James C. Wilmot

SILVER MEMBERS 
($500-$999)
Brillstein Entertainment 
Partners in memory of 
Sue Herzog
DJ Chi & Jeongseon Choi
Colbert Family Fund in 
memory of Sue Herzog
Joan and Barry Croland 
Catherine D’Alessio
Donna Ely
Jong-on Hahm and 
Norman M. Wereley

Tami and Michael Floyd
Midge Genung
Alan J. Savada & Will 
Stevenson
Kim & Michael Seablom
Morgan Stanley Smith 
Barney
Melinda Wiswell in memory 
of Sue Herzog

BRONZE MEMBERS 
($250-$499)
Randy and Jeanie 
Anastasi
Ramona Arnett in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Judy Bailey
The Fang Family
The Gannett Foundation
Suzanne Glassman
Randee & David Hahn
Jason Hirschhorn in 
memory of Sue Herzog
Andrew & Michelle Levine 
in memory of Sue Herzog
Susan and Todd Mayman
Carol and Allan Mysel
Carole Robinson in 
memory of Sue Herzog
Pamela Settlage
Chris Sloan in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Steve Smooke in memory 
of Sue Herzog 
Miriam Teitel
Mignon Williams in 
memory of Sue Herzog

PATRONS 
($100-$249)
Anonymous
Donald & Carolyn Beck
Ronald Belfon in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Rachel Berg in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Patricia & Carl Bianchi
David Cohn & Eve Collen 
in memory of Sue Herzog
Kahane & Jeff Cooperman 
in memory of Sue Herzog
Colleen Daly & Terry 
Eberhardt
Pam DePace in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Norma Defelice Diehl
Shirley Fairhurst
Mary Lou Galpin in 
memory of Juanita 
Caldwel Laser
Clarinda Giddings
Alan Gnaizda

Janice Goldwater
Susan Harrison in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Monica Jeffries & John 
Hazangeles
Nobuko Katagiri in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Burt & Goldy Mazia
Lee Pelton in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Susan Puritz in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Elizabeth Sauer in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Lori Scott
Stan & Paulette Shulman 
in memory of Sue Herzog
Hinda Simon
Dario Spina in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Monika Vasey
Amy Wolf
Nancy Wunderlich

SUPPORTERS 
($50-$99)
Anonymous (2)
Dorothy Andersen
Alexandra Arnesen in 
memory of Sue Herzog
Cindy Bank in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Carla Jones-Batka
Hilda Conn in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Noy Davis
Phyllis Davis
Rosemary Dyer
Ronald & Camille Frezzo 
in memory of Sue Herzog
Michelle Glover in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Roberta Goodman-
Rosenberg in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Elaine Rahbar in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Michele & Daniel Rosefelt
June Salzman in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Steven & Jean Solow
Lisa Conn Stathis in 
memory of Sue Herzog
Rose Strogatz in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Shu-Fen Wu
Maria Young in memory 
of Sue Herzog

FRIENDS ($20-$49)
Anonymous
Laura Bach
Denise Brady

Carrie Bantin in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Stephanie Bresman in 
memory of Sue Herzog
Erik Flannigan in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Ann Gordon in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Alison Harris in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Susan Herzog in memoriam
Kari Keaton
Patricia Kramer in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Hilda Levine in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Deborah Levy in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Susan Long in memory 
of Sue Herzog
Judy Magiday in memory 
of Sue Herzog 
Elizabeth McFarland
Monica Outlaw
Mara Primosch
Caroline Rothfield
Iris & Harry Schnoll in 
memory of Sue Herzog
Mary Twillman
Andrea Zettler in memory 
of Sue Herzog

IN-KIND 
DONATIONS
Miles & Stockbridge, P.C.
Dembo, Jones, Healy, 
Pennington & Marshall, P.C.
Mamma Lucia of Olney, MD
Montgomery College - 
Rockville Campus 
Round House Theatre
SMARTBOX Portable 
Storage of Maryland 
Steinway Piano Gallery of 
Washington, DC
Strathmore Hall 
Foundation, Inc.


